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Excerpt from Miss Katelyn’s Grade Threes Prepare for the Inevitable (pages 1–2). 
 
NOTE 
The audience plays Miss Katelyn’s students. The first 20 audience members to enter the space receive name-
tags (or some other means of identifying them as the 20 students listed during the role-call). They continue to 
be addressed by name throughout, though any other audience member who chimes in should be 
acknowledged and treated with the same care and attention.  
 

✘	 
 

MISS KATELYN 
Good morning, class 3B! Now, I know you’re all excited it’s the last day before summer vacation. But Miss 
Katelyn was up waaaay past her bedtime preparing for today’s lesson and will need your help getting through 
everything she has planned. First thing— role call. Alex? Adisa? Sohail? Daniel? Damien? Nathan? Melissa? 
Vlad? Rebecca? Louis? Alyson? Fletcher? Yuka? Tyrone? Elizabeth? Mark? Paula? Lily? Diana? Genevieve? 
Perfect. Everyone’s here. Now, you may not have realized it when you woke up this morning, but today is a 
very special— 
 
(The intercom chirps to life with the morning announcements.) 
 
MR. CHRISTOPHER 
Good morning Saint Martin’s and happy Friday! Here are today’s announcements: The gym renovations are 
almost finished, so Phys Ed classes will resume on Monday. It’s also the last day of pet week, so remember to 
bring your pet photos down to the office so they can be added to our murale. And while you’re down there, 
don’t forget to wish Miss Gloria a great, big, Saint Martin’s happy birthday! (Beat.) Now, please rise for the 
singing of O’Canada.  
 
(The national anthem plays. MISS KATELYN encourage the audience to sing along. As it plays, she writes “Step 1, Step 2, 
Step 3, Step 4, Step 5” on the board. It finishes.) 
 
MISS KATELYN 
As I was saying, boys and girls, you made not have realized it when you woke up this morning, but today is a 
very special day. We’re going to be learning some important safety skills, like when Miss Katelyn’s sister 
visited from the library to talk about the internet, remember that? My hope is you’ll never have to use any of 
what I teach you today, but I still need you to pay close attention, because this lesson could save your life. 
 
Before we begin, can everyone show me their quiet coyotes? Mouth shut, ears up. One of the most special 
things about quiet coyotes is that when threatened, they form packs to protect themselves and their friends 
from danger. Can we make a pledge right here, right now, that all of us in class 3B will be the kind of coyotes 
who look out for each other, no matter what? Can you show me your best coyote nod? Great.  
 
I’m going to start by telling you a story. (Revealing puppets from her bag.) Once upon a time there were two 
beavers. Brother Beavers. The oldest, Benjamin, was strong and hardworking, always willing to help his 
mother carry mud, roll stones, and repatch walls with his powerful tail. His younger brother, Barry, was lazy 
and loved to sleep, rarely moving from his warm corner of the lodge. Does that sound like anyone we know? 
Sounds a little bit like Carl the security guard, doesn’t it? Asleep at his desk by the office?  
 
One day, their mother said it was time for them to set out into the world to make lodges of their own. Barry 
couldn’t think of anything he wanted to do less than build a brand new lodge from scratch, so he spent the 
next day, and the next day, and the next, suntanning on a big flat rock. While Barry was gnawing logs in 
dreamland, Benjamin was busy cutting down huge trees and dragging them one by one into the water. He 
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collected bark, sticks, rocks, mud, leaves, grass, roots, and anything else he could find to add to his steadily 
growing acropolis. Meanwhile, clouds began to gather on the horizon. “You’d better get started on your lodge 
before its too late,” Benjamin told his brother. Eventually, Barry got up, stacked a pile of rotting branches 
together, and fell asleep inside. 
 
That night, a giant storm broke out. Lightening flashed, thunder clapped, and rain poured down. Before long 
there was nothing Barry could do to prevent his lodge from splitting apart and disappearing down the rising 
river. When Benjamin blinked his furry eyes open the next morning, the first thing he saw was his brother, 
crying by the edge of the water. “Oh, Benji!” Barry wept. “It was terrifying! All that rain and thunder and 
lightening! I thought I was done for!” 
 
“Oh, Barry,” said Benjamin, resting a paw on Barry’s shoulder. “That’s what happens when you don’t 
prepare.” 
 
Suddenly, a hunter emerged from the bushes and shot them both in the head. 
 
Who in that story do you want to be? Do you want to be lazy Barry beaver who was shot in the head? Or do 
you want to be hardworking Benjamin beaver who was shot in the head? Or maybe you want to be cautious 
Katie bunny who observed everything from the safety of her rabbit hole. Katie had been on the lookout for 
predators, even after all the other animals said she had nothing to worry about, that hunters never show up in 
their part of the forest.  
 
You see, boys and girls, the world is an unpredictable place. Bad things happen to good people all the time. 
So, it’s our job to make sure we’re as prepared as possible for the innumerable threats that could come our 
way. And not just prepared prepared. Miss Katelyn prepared. Example. When I leave my house in the 
morning, it may look like a sunny day. But who’s to say halfway through recess, it won’t start raining? If it 
does, do I want to be the kind of person who’s planned ahead and packed an umbrella? Or do I want to be 
the kind of person who gets wet and experiences a major drop in body temperature and develops 
hypothermia and suffers major organ failure and dies?  
 
With that in mind, I’ve developed a five-step program to equip you with the tools to survive Saint Martin’s 
Elementary School’s greatest threat. 
 
STEP 1. KNOW YOUR VOCABULARY 
 
(She writes “Gunman” on the board.) Who knows what I mean when I say the word “gunman”? We know what a 
“gun” is— a weapon that shoots bullets— and we know what a “man” is— a male person— so, a “gunman” 
is a male person, walking around with a gun, shooting people. What are some other examples of people who 
shoot people? Think of your favourite heroes in movies. Sometimes they have to fire guns, even when they 
don’t want to, as self-defence or to keep other people safe. (She collects suggestions from the audience and writes them 
on the board.) Soldiers. Policemen. Bank robbers. Drug dealers. Terrorists. 
 
What about our friends at school? Can our friends at school be gunmen? Who thinks yes? Who thinks no?  
 
I hate to tell you this, boys and girls, but our friends at school absolutely can be gunmen. Because all you need 
to be a gunman is a gun.  
 
Can I get a show of hands whose mommy or daddy keeps a gun in the house?  
	  


